CHAPTER

Emergence of Kingdoms
and Republics

In the previous chapter we read about how tribal secieties manage
their affairs. You would also have heard about kings_andiemperors who
ruled large kingdoms. Let us find out how they came inte being in early

times.

TheGangesValley: From Janapadasto
M ahajanapadas

¢ Look at the map of India and
identify the plainsthrough which

the Gangaand Yamunariversflow. |

Identify the modern cities of
Delhi, Allahabad, Varanasi,
Lucknow, Kanpur and Patna. Do
you think thisareawill be similar
to the villages.of Penamakuru,
Dokur and‘Penugolu? Give your
reasons.

Thisplainiscalled the Gangetic Valley
(as the Ganga and Yamuna rivers flow
between theHimalayasand the hills of the
Deccan Plateau). As this plain receives
very highrainfall, itisvery fertile. These
rivers bring silt from the Himalayas and
flow throughout theyear.

Initially, the people of different tribes
settled down to practice agriculture in
convenient partsof thevalley. Thesetribes
werecdled‘jana’ in Sanskrit and the place
wherethey settled was called Janapada.
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People began to settlealong theserivers
inlarge number about 4000 yearsago.The
use of tools made of stone, copper, bronze
and.iron led to gradual clearing of forests,
settlements and tilled the land to grow
paddy and other crops. Large villagesand
towns developed in these parts and they
wereinhabited by many people—probably
belonging to many different tribes. Large
groups of such villages and towns were
called ‘Mahajanapadas’ or big
‘Janapadas’.

+ Find out the names of afew janas
(tribes) whoinitially settled down
inthe Indo-Gangetic Plain?

¢+ What do you mean by Janapada?
How is it different from
Mahg angpadas?

How do we know about the
M ahaj anapadas?

We get to know much about these
villages and towns from two kinds of
sources—from archaeol ogical excavations
in different places and from the books
composed during that period. Archaeo-
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Map 1. Mahajanapadas

+ ook at the map of India given
above. It showsyou thebroad area
of some Mahajanapadas. It also
gives the name of the major city
associated with aM ahajanapada.
You can a so find out the name of
theriver which flowsthroughthis

Mahganagpada
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+ Make alist of the Mahgjanapadas
and the cities which were situated
onthe Gangesvalley.

M ahaj anapada City

Social Studies



logists have excavated hundreds of sitesin
the Ganges Valley and have tried to know
more about the lives of the people of those
days. The books during that period were
mostly composed by thefollowersof Vedic
traditions, Buddhistsand Jain monks. Even
though they are religious books, they tell
usalot about thetownsand villagesand about
the kings and rulers of those times. Some
bookswereevenwritten by peopleof distant
countries like Greece. Here you have the
information drawn from different sources.

Someimportant archaeol ogical sites of
the time of Mahajanapadas: Delhi,
Atranjikhera, Kausambi (Near Allahabad),
Patna, Ayodhya, Rajgir, etc.

Some important books written during
this period: Upanishadas, Dharmasuitras,
Dighanikaya, Mgjhimanikaya, Herodotus
History, and Strabo etc.

¢ |f archaeologistsdig upthevillages
and towns of our times after two
thousand years, what do you think
will they find?

+ How wouldthey decideif astewas
avillageoratown?

+ |f abook saidthat such and sucha
town wasentirely built of gold and
silver and that thousands of people
livedinlarge palaces, how will you
check whether this is mere
imagination or afact?

Villagesin thetimesof
M ahajanapadas

We learn from the books of thosetimes
that agriculturewas managed by landowners
called Grihapatis or Gahapatis, who usualy
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worked along with their family members
on the fields. But they also employed
‘dasas’ or slaves (those who were
surrendered and madeto serve) and workers
‘bhrutakas or who worked ontheir fields
and homes in return for wages.. Some
wealthy grihaptis had moreland and slaves
to work for them. Usually, the largest
landowner became the headman of the
village. Hewastheleader of thevillagelike
the Gond Patlaand hewas also used by the
king to collect taxes from villagers. He
also acted asthejudge and sometimesasa
policeman to maintain law and order inthe
village.

In most villages, there were craft
persons like blacksmiths who made tools
necessary for agriculture (like plough-
shares, sickles, axes, arrows etc) potters
who made pots for cooking and storing
grains, carpenterswho made carts, ploughs,
furniture etc; and weaverswho wove cloth
for the villagers. Probably the grihapatis
gave them grains in return for their
products. These products were necessary
for agriculture, but the grihapatis may not
have had the time or skill to make them.

¢ Comparethevillagesof tribeslike
Gonds and the villages of the
Mahajanapads to find out the
similarities and differences.

¢ Describetherelationship between
Grihapatisand crafts personsof the
village.

Citiesof M ahajanapadas
Look at thelist of citiesinthetableyou
have made. What kind of people do you
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think lived in them? Cities of those times,
like today, were mainly inhabited by poor
workers. Some of them were slaves and
servants while most of them were crafts
persons who made goods for sale. What
did they make? They madebeautiful andfine
potswhichwerein great demandinall the
great towns. They wovefineclotheswhich
were bought by rich people of other
mahajanapads also. They made gold and
silver jewellery. They made vessels and
toolsof bronze, copper andiron. They made
wooden cartsand furniture. Therewerea so
innumerable other kinds of professionals
like soldiers, accountants, masons, horse
trainers, sweepers, water carriers, wood and
ivory carvers. Of al the things made by
craftpersons, only afew articles(like pots,
bricks, iron and copper objects) have come
out in excavations. We also know. about
them from books written in thesetimes.

Fig. 10.1: Painted Grey Ware. Plates and
bowls are the most common vessels made
out of Painted Grey Ware. These are
extremely fine to touch. These were found
before the time of Mahajanpadas
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Thereweregresat traderswho purchased
the produce of the crafts persons and
grihapatisand sold them in distant lands at
a hugeprofit. They a so bought the special
articles of those lands and sold them in
their own mahagjanapadas. They took their
merchandise in caravans with a large
number of animalslike oxen, donkeysand
camels. They travelled day and night for
weeks and months across rivers, plains,
hillsand deserts. They made so much profit
that they could livein palaceswith dozens
of servantsand slaves serving them.

¢ Thepeopleof thetownswould have

needed grain, milk, meat etc. How

I doyouthink they got themif most

town people were not doing any
farming?

Kings, army and taxes

Mos of the M ahganapadaswereruled by
kings. Thesekingshad anarmy of their own
to ensure that people followed their orders
andnoother kingattackedtheir kingdom. They
livedin capita citiesand tried to build strong
fortresses of wood, stone, brick and mud
(See Fig.10.2). All this required a lot of
money. The soldiers and their families
had to be provided for; the brickmakerswho
made lakhs of bricks had to be paid for and
thousands of men and women who worked
to construct these public buildingshad to be

paidwages.

¢ How do you think did the kings
manage to get the wealth needed
for all this?
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The kings of Mahajanapadas were
different from such tribal headmen or
chiefs. Thekings collected taxesfrom the
people. They had officers who would
collect taxesfrom the grihapatis, the craft
persons and traders. If anyone refused to
pay taxes, they could be punished by the
soldiers of the king. These officers and
army were employees of the king.
Therefore, they were boundto follow his
orders and the king could ensure that his
commands were obeyed by the common

people.

. the kings of maha -
J asneed armies?

hat are the differences between

the Gond Patla and the King of

Mahajanapada in terms of their

income and expenditure?

The Gond Patla also had to defend the
village from outsiders. At such times; all
thevillagerswould cametogether and fight
on behalf of the village. We aso saw that
he met the expenses of
entertaining guests and holding
festivalsfrom the extraincome he
got from the one day labour of the
villagers on his fields. But such
incomewasfartoo littlefor atribal
headman to. become rich or
powerful. The ordinary people of
the tribe would only support the
headman or obey his commands
if they were convinced that it was
intheinterest of all.

Thepicture (Fig: 10.3) isfrom
scul pture panels of Sanchi Stupa
which were made about 2000 years
ago. How can you identify the =& W& 020 87 B a7 Wi F N0 :
king? | Fig. 10.3: A king riding out of a town fort
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Many kingswanted to be more powerful
andwedthy. They coulddothisintwoways.
by increasing the taxes imposed on the
people and by conquering neighbouring
kingdoms. Thekingsbeganto collect regular
taxes from the grihapatiswho cultivatedthe
land. Thegrihapatishad todividetheir crops
into Sx equa partsand give one part to the
king. Thiswas cdled bhaga. Craft persons
aso had to pay taxes, often by working free
of charge for the king for one day every
month. Herders of cattle and sheep too had
to give the animal produce to thekingin
the form of tax. Traderswere aso madeto
pay taxesonthe goodsthey sold. Huntersand
gatherersin the nearby forest areas too had
to bring forest produce like hide, wood etc.
Inthis way, thekings had avariety of goods
with them which they obtained as taxes.
Duringthisperiod, the use of coinshad just
begun. Some of the taxes were probably in
the form of coins.

+ |f everyone isforcedto giveaway
apart of theirearnings astax, how
does it affect their lives?

+ Why do you think they agreed to
pay the taxes? Do you think they
benefitted in any way from the new
arrangements?

¢ ‘What is bhaga? Does the
government of our times take the
produce of farmers in a similar

way'?

Historians feel that these kings would
have persuaded the farmersto grow more
crops and adopt better methods of
cultivation and irrigation so that production
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would increase and they would get more
taxes. Similarly, they may have encouraged
thetradersof their kingdomsto trademore
indistant places. Thekingsalso wanted the
village headmen to collect taxes on their
behalf. This may have helped many
headmen to increase their.power and
resourcesin thevillages.

Thekingswere a so constantly waging
wars against each other so that they could
bring more territories under their rule.
These wars were probably fought by paid
armies but they also harmed ordinary
people by destroying crops and burning
villages or looting them. Often, people of
the defeated kingdomswere enslaved and
sold off to Grihapatis, tradersand officials.

+ Imagine and write a story of a
villagethat was affected by war and
also had to pay taxes to the king.
Keepin mind that you know about
the villages of those times while
writing thisstory.

¢+ Why were the Kkings of
mahajanapads keen to increase
craft production and trade?

¢+ How did the headmen of the
villages benefit from the
imposition of taxes by the kings?

Magadha—A power ful kingdom

Doyou haveMagadhainyour list above?
You may have noted that it spread on both
sides of the Ganga. The rivers made the
land very fertile and the grihapatis could
irrigatetheir lands easily. Theriverswere
also used for transporting goods and
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armies. Partsof the Magadhawereforested.
Elephants were captured from there and
trained for fighting in the wars. Wood from
theforestswasused for building fortresses,
and palaces and chariots. In the southern
parts of Magadha, there were iron ore
deposits which could be used for making
weapons etc.

All thisenabled Magadhato emergeasa
very powerful kingdom. Bimbisaraand his
sonAjatasatruwereearly kingswho builtthe
power of Magadha. M ahapadmaNandawas
another powerful ruler of Magadha All these
kings used their armies to conquer other
kingdoms. During thetime of Mahapadma
Nanda, the kingdom extended from the
northwestern part of India to Odisha. We
should remember that not al M ahagjangpadas
wereruled by kingsasin Magadha. In some
areas, the kings were more like Gond
headmen who relied upon the ordinary
people and performed rituals and festivals
for the welfare of the entire kingdom.

"+ Howdo you think Magadhakings )
used the natural wealth of the
region to build a powerful
kingdom? Write a couple of lines
on each of the natural resources of
Magadha and how it could have
been used by thekings.

.
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Vajji—aGana

TheV3gji MahganapadawastotheNorth
of Magadha and it had a Gana form of
government. Ganawas ruled by a group of
rulers instead of a single ruler. Sometimes
even thousands of men ruled together and
each of them was called a ‘rga. They
performed rituds, met and took decisions
onissues of common interest in assemblies
through discussion and debate. However,
women, daves and wage earners could not
participatein these assemblies.

BuddhaandMahavirabd ongedtoganasand
became famous teachers respected in all
Mahganapadas. Eventhough the kings tried
to conguer the ganas, they remainedactive
for more than 1500 years.
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Fig. 10.5: A Gana assembly scene from Sanchi

| mprove your learning

1. What do you mean by Gana? How were they different from the
kingdomsruled by kings?

2. Compare the 'ganas with Gond Panch — what similarities and
differences do you see between them?

3. Canyou point out the difference between the way villages are
managed today and in thetime of mahajanapadas?

4. Find out how the crafts persons are taxed by the government today. Wasit the same
inthetimes of mahgjanapads?

5. Readtheparafiveinpage87 ‘Inmost villages....” and write your comment.

6. Locate the 16 Janapadas on the map of India (Refer to the map 1 given on
page 86).

o2 polca ysemsand Govemance. Sosd sudes
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