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CHAPTER

Democratlc Government

L1Y?Q9

Look at the following headlines from newspapers. You will find
reports of governments doing different things. Most of thesesrelate to
managing public affairs of the country.

Government sought to protect

rlghts of unorgamsed workers

Supreme Court can have--'five more judges: Govt
G“"’t for r
€vam mpin stv-hit
POWer sectoy. 15 000 villages declared scarcity
ver

What doesa Gover nment do?

In our times, every country needs a
government to make decisions and get
things done. These decisions can be about
where to build roads and schools, or how
to reduce the price of onions when they
get too expensive or ways to increase the
supply of eectricity. The government also
takes action on many social issues. For
example, it hassevera programmesto help
the poor. It does other important things
such asrunning postal and railway services.
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The government also has the job of
protecting the boundaries of the country
and maintaining good rel ations with other
countries. Itisresponsiblefor ensuring that
al itscitizenshave enough to eat and have
good health facilities. When there are
natural disasters like a cyclone or an
earthquake, it is the government that
mainly organisesaid and assistancefor the
people. If thereisadispute or if someone
has committed a crime, people go to a
court. Courts are also a part of the
government. Perhaps you are wondering
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how governmentsmanagetododl thisand
why itisnecessary for themto do so. When
human beingslive and work together, they
need an organisation to take decisionsfor
their common good. Some rules have to
be made that apply to everyone. For
example, there is a need to control
resources and protect the territory of a
country, so that people can feel secure.
Governments do this on behalf of their
people by exercising leadership, taking
decisions and implementing them among
al the peopleliving in their territory.

+ \Who runsyour school ? S

¢ List a few activities of the
government that you know.

Typesof Gover nment

In Chapter 9, we learnt about_how the =
peopleof atriba society govern themselves % g S e |
— how mae members of different families Fig. 12.3: Supreme Court

of the tribe gather to discussand decide and Some examples of institutions that
how the headman-implements those are a part of the Government.
decisions etc. This sysem works well in
Stuations wherethenumber of people isless.
But do you think it will work if the society
had thousandsor lakhs of families?

What kind of problemswill they face?
Similarly, thiskind of arrangement worked
if all membersof the society had the same
cultural background (religion, caste,
language etc.) as the rules of behaviour
would be agreeabletoall.

However, if a society has people of
different cultures, will it work? Moreover,
the tribal arrangement worked where the
interests, ambitions and life styles of the
peopleweresimilar. Therewere no classes
liketherich and the poor. But in societies
5 i gttt with varying interests and various classes
¥ = like farmers, traders, moneylenders,
Fig. 12.1: Railway station Kachiguda industrialists, workerswithout land or other
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resources, etc, therewould be
so many differencesthat they
would not be ableto arrive at
acommon solution toa
problem.

Fig. 12.4: Modern statue of
Shalivahana king

In historic times, kings, queens and
emperors madethelawsand implemented
themwith the help of armiesand officials.
They also decided where to build roads,
how much tax was to be collected etc. If
people did not. agree with them or did not
follow their‘orders, they punished them.
No one could question their authority and
disobey their orders. Many kingswere not
satisfied withruling their own kingdom and
constantly waged wars to expand their
kingdoms. This form of government is
called monarchy. The monarch (king or
gueen) has the power to make decisions
and runthegovernment. Themonarchsalso
act asthe supremejudgesin al important
casesof dispute. The monarch may havea
small group of people to discuss matters
with but thefinal decision-making power
remains with the monarch. Monarchs do
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not haveto explaintheir actionsor defend
the decisionsthey take.

f

¢ Compare tribal democracy with

monarchy on thefollowing aspects.

. Which of the two systems do you

think respects the opinion of the
people more?

. Which of them do you think can

work inalarge society or asociety
of people with different interests
and customs.?

iii. Which of them has the danger of

therulersbecoming oppressiveand
unjust?

Can you think of a system of
government which can handle the
needs of a large and complex
society and yet not become unjust
or oppressive?

In which system were there more
wars, monarchy or tribal demo-
cracy? Givereasons.
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Democratic Governments

One of the ways to accommodate the
views of all kinds of people living in the
society and prevent oppressive and unjust
forcesfrom controlling the government is
the democratic government. It was made
possi ble because of the struggles of people
all over theworld against monarchiesand
their firm resolve to develop a form of
government which will bein harmony with
peopl e swishes.

Today, India is a democratic country.
How do we ensure that our government
functions according to the wishes of the
people who have such divergent cultures
and interests?

There are millions of people living in
our country. The participation by all
citizens in taking decisions may lead to
countless number of opinions. These
processes may consume moretimewithout
arriving at any consensus. Moreover, not
all citizensarein aposition to spend time,
money, and energy for participating in
public affairs. How can we solve this
problem?

the people, by the

Fig. 12.6:
Abraham
Lincoln
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the people.” Think over

" Fig. 12.7: '\/oting in Rural Area: A mark is

We do this with the help of two
principles — ‘representative democracy’
and ‘ruleof themgjority’. Let usunderstand
these two ideas better.

Democratic governments in our times
are usualy referred to as representative
democracies. In representative
Democracies, people choose their
representatives through an election
process. A village, for example, will have
about two to fivethousand people. It is
divided into different wards consisting of
about a hundred or two hundred persons.
Each ward-will elect one person to
represent them. All adultsover 18 years of
age, whethermen or women, rich or poor,
literate or illiterate, irrespective of their
religion or language, vote in these
elections. The person who getsthelargest
number of votes becomes the

representative of the entire group. These
elected representatives meet and make
decisions on behalf of the entire
popul ation.

ined‘democrecy’ as

S —

put on the finger to make sure that a person
casts only one vote
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Representative Democracy

Fig. 12.8: Representative Democracy

Thus, a free and fair election of
representatives is the basis of our
democratic system. Prior to the elections,
people are expected to think and discuss
the issues on which a government has to
act. Different personsor partiesadvocating
different points of view openly discuss
their views. Thiswill enable thevotersto
decide on the candidate they would liketo
represent them. The representatives are
expected to stick to the viewpoints
expressed by themand keep the promises
made by them. They are also expected to
consult the people from time to time to
know about their view pointsand
problems. Therepresentativesare
elected forafixed period, usually
for five years. After that, fresh
electionsare conducted and people
elect their representatives once

agan.

¢ Why do you think is it
important for peopleto know
the views of the different
candidatesin elections?
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¢ What will happen if the
representatives are elected
forever?

+ Doyouthink it ispossiblefor the
representatives to go against the
wishes and interests of the people
who elected them?

Asyou may have noted, the el ection of
the representatives is done by a ssmple
majority.

Thismeans, theonewho getsmorevotes,
even if itisadifference of one vote, will
get elected. Thosewho voted for the other
candidateswill haveto accept thisand abide
by the decision of the magjority.

Similarly, most decisions of the el ected
representatives are validated based on the
same principle of mgjority. If adecisionis
supported by more than half of the
members, it will beimplemented.

Example: If therearetwenty members
in a village panchayat and a proposal is
supported by just eleven persons, it will be
passed and implemented even if nine
members opposed it. Thus, modern

Fig. 12.9: Mass demonstration against price rise
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democracies do not try to get a complete
agreement of everyone on any issue but go
by the decision of the magority.

Many peoplebelievethat by thissystem
of ignoring theviewsof theminority (those
who are less in number), our democratic
system can become oppressive for them.

+ Doyouthink the above mentioned
statement is correct? Discusswith
the help of some examples.

¢ Form a Students' Council (Bal
Parishad) in the class and form
rulesof behaviour intheclass. Try
both asysteminwhich all students
participate in decision making and
a system in which students elect
representativesto the Council. Let
al the children prepare their own
reports of this experience. |

. =4

Checkson elected
representatives

How do we ensure that the elected
representatives do not become oppressive
or ignoretheinterestsof the minority who
do not agree with them?

In a democracy, the authority of the
people who get elected is aso regulated
by certain principleswhich arestatedinthe
constitution of the country. If they go
against these principlesor procedures, the
courtscan disallow their decisions. Those
who disagree with the elected
representatives can freely express their
views and criticise their actions. This can
be donethrough meetings, TV, newspapers,
efc.
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Equality and democr acy

Democracy requires that all people —
men and women, literate and illiterate, rich
and poor, beggars and officers, spare
some time to understand public matters. It
aso requiresthat they have accessto dl the
required information about theactivities of
the government so that they can take proper
decisions. It further requires them to
exercise their vote with freedom and
without any interference. Unfortunately,
thisis not aways completely possible in
most of the countries. For example, many
people do not have even the minimum
education needed to read newspapers.
M ost of the peopleare not using the Right to
Information Act effectively to check the
functioning of different systems. Its
effective use ensures proper functioning of
the machinery. Many people, especially
women and the poor, just do not have the
timeor facility to take part in these public
matters—they are either too busy earning
their livelihoods or working for their
families. In many cases, the powerful or
the rich try to influence the voting by
forcing the people or by giving them small
gifts before the elections. Sometimes,
people are persuaded not to decide for
themsalvesbut vote according totheir caste
or religion. All these factors prevent
people from using their democratic right
of voting after giving due consideration to
theissuesand candidates.

+ Find out from your parents about
the problems they see in the
electoral system and prepare a
report for your class. Discuss in
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Map 3: Government at District Level
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right candi% A

" your classand find solutions fo problems. What do you understand by '
‘inequality’ ? lllustrate with ples.

¢ What doyou thi ethe main interferencesfaced by peoplein choosing the

J

Gover nment at different levels

The government works at different
levels: at'thelocal level, at thelevel of the
state and at the national level. The local
level meansthe government inyour village,
town or locality; the state level government
worksfor an entire state like Telangana or
Assom; and the government at the national
level represents and works for the entire
country. Later in this book, you will read
about how local level government functions
and when you go to the next classes you
will learn about how governmentsfunction
at the state and central levels.
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Organise three or four teams of
students and give each of them one of the
following themes to perform arole play
or askit:

p

: : N

¢ An election meeting and
discussions with the candidates.

¢+ How people who may not have
proper information take their
decisions regarding voting.

+ Difference between democratic
and monarchic government.

¢ How rich and powerful peoplein
the villages try to influence the

voters.
\_ J
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| mprove your learning

1. Discussthe similarities and differences between the governmentsin
aGond tribe and amodern democracy.

2. Isit possible to include the opinions of the minority in taking a |#E:
decision? Discuss with some exampl es. e

3. Imagine how your school would beif it wasrun by all thestudentsand
teachers together? Would you want everyone to participate in taking decisions or
would you liketo elect representatives? Give reasons.

4. Doyou think the decision makinginyour houseisdemocratic? Doeseveryone have
asayinit?

5. Gopal’s father consulted all the members of the family on setting up a shop but
everyone had adifferent opinion. Finally, he decided to set up the shop. Do you think
hewas democratic?

6. Mary’smother asked her children wherethey wanted to go on Sunday. Two children
wanted to watch a film and three wanted to go to the park. If you werein Mary’s
mother’s place, what decision would you take? Givereasons.

7. Classify thefollowing as per the levels of government (Central, State, Local): MP,
MLA, Sarpanch, Mayor, CM and PM.

8. Collect news regarding activities of your loca M.P, M.L.A and Ministers from
Newspapers:

9. Draw the outline map of India, observing the map givenin thischapter.

Project:

1. Look at the newspapers of thelast seven daysand collect news about the activities
of the government. Stick them on alarge sheet or notebook. Makealist of activities
of the government you find in these clippings. Discussthislist inthe classto get an
ideaof all thethings done by the government.

2. Consult any 10 people of your village who have right to vote and collect the
information of the particularsthey consider whileelecting acandidatein Elections.
Write areport and discusson it in the classroom.
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