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Brainbox
Chapter 12

Exponents and Powers

Powers with negative exponents:

If ‘a’ is non — zero rational number and ‘n’ is a positive integer, we define

i.e., a"and a" are reciprocals (multiplicative inverses) of each other.

Example (1):
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Find the multiplicative inverse of (ﬁ) .
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b4 _—Sj is the multiplicative inverse of 42, s
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Example (2):

Write the reciprocal of 6.
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. 6%is the reciprocal of 6™,



